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IN MAMI, “Two FOR THE ROAD"
MEANS TESTAROSSA AND

history doing adversary, a swealy drug-runner
nashiad n the aagiem Teénngseos ::uthga'man
oberts, who parts he anginal “Mams 1S 118 BECLCHL R TS
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othear time-slot in TV histary, was a
slicky situation much too
antrenched in reality for thedr
tastes. The Ferrari hisrarchy, it
gaamed, was incansed at the
waakly bastardization of the regal
name; the Daytona portrayed on
“Miami Vicae" was a kil car, more
dog-and-pony than prancing horse.
Together, the pinstripe suits at
Ferrari and Turbo Eun-q_lasses of
Hollywood cut & deal They'd biow
the svalte impostor out of the
consciousness of the American
pubdic.

Play the tape ol that episode
back at half-zpeed, and it's entirely
possible you'll see the siightest
trace of a grin curling Don
Johnson's lips as the car bums on
the horizon. As he peered through
the shimmering image of surface
heat that hovered owver the melting
wrackage, pictures of horses—real
onas, affixed to the posteror of &
glaaming white Testarossa,
courtesy of the folks at Enzo's
place—wara likely dancing through
his head.

The four-lane that weaves
around Kingsport, Tennesses, flits
with the Morth Carolina and Virginia
borders, guiding one through a
picturesgue swath of the
northeastern most part of the states.
Th tai driver identifies an
impaosing piece of lactory
apparatus, which balches
youminous puffs of smoke inio the
crystal sky, as pari of Easiman
Kodak's sprawling facility. “They
kil some fish, what with their
dumping inta the river. But they're
12,000 jobs,” the driver reasons.

Upon learning of the visitor's
occupation as an autojournalist, the
ARamada secwily quard, a
chan-smaoking saptuagenanan, I8
anxinus to maks convarsation.
“The guy who owns the original
Batmobila on TV lives in Enstol,
just & few minutes away,” he
marvels.

The thought ocouwrs to the visilor,
casting a long glance upward at
the flawless, starry Tennesses sky,
just how far removed he is from
the plastic surreaksm of Holwood.

Yat it 13 not the Batmobile—or
the treelined, national-stature
asphalt dragsirip carved through a
canyon dubbed Bristol
Raceway—that the visitor has
come to sea but two o
Haollywood's own. He has come 1o
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Testarosso clones

Kirgsport, proud hoine of
Moonshine pure-aged honey, to
chase a Hollywood ghost and to
varily the local existence of yel
anather rolling talian super-clone:
the “Miami Vica" Testarossa stunt
oar,

Even as the several million
"Vice™ addicis mistakenly thought
they watchad the Daytona's
melidown, the car was actually on
its way 1o the unlikely tmberand of
Tenmessee, On this warm day in
April, the Ferran replca—which has
slowly eamed celebrity status
among lacals, though many soem
skeptical of its purporied
past—draw its usual sparadic flow
of gawkers

Parked next to the famous
conmvartibla in the gravel drivewsy
of the Carl Robarts Maotor Group
(2596 Bloomingdale Pike,
Kingsport, TM 37660) is an angular,
Blanco-white copycat of Crockett's
latest boulevard-prowler. How did
the BF Goodrich rubber on the
doomed Daytona and the albina
rednead come 1o rest in the sleepy
burg of Kingsport, clearly amang
the least ikely of environs fora
pair of high-tech glitter-cars?

"Bometimas,” marvels Carl
Robaris, a spirted entreprenaur
known perhaps equally in these
parts a3 square daaler, skilled
Corvette surgeon and P.T.
Barnum-ish dreamer, "' wonder
that mysell.”

The answer gives tha visitor
pause to conslder the common
thread weaving through this story,

a saga of enraged lalian
carmakers, $300-an-hour New York
barristers, Hollywood producors
and Miami repli-cops: That very
little is truty as it seems. And as
the corwvearsation with the
30.year-old tinkerer of cars, who
was born and brod in eastemn
Tennesses, deepens, the visilor
begins 1o realize that Roberts
knows @xactly what the cars are
daing in these parts.

Although Tom McBumia is
commonly credited with planting
the Daytona Spyder in the general
public’s mindset, n truth it was Al
Mardckian, a legendary Southern
California importer of gray-rmarket
exoticars, who onginally sold
“Wiami Wice™ a par of turn-kay
Farrari look-alikes for $48,000 a
copy. (Mardekian has earned
andeared slatus in automotive
inner circles; this enthusiasm is not
shared by the federal government,
however, which recently impoundad
& batch of his cars bacause of
guestionably lenient laderalization
conversion.) McBumie was hired to
buwid the bodies for the
Corvatle-chassised cars, "It was an
extremealy fortuitous coincidenca,”
ha admits, “that | was even
irvolved in the "Miami Vica' show.™
Monatheless, he did what any
savvy businessman would do in
gimilar circumstances: He promoted
to the hilt,

Ironically, it was this aggrassive
markating approach that ulimately
provoked the wrath of Enzo, who
rapartedly grew weary of his name

Daylona Spyder replicar, bulll by Tom MeBumie, now fours fhe two-lones of
cashem Tennesses. “Fll probably never sell this car,” croons Roberls, who now
mdrkels o Spyder conversion kil based an 8 Convelle chassis

and styling baing used to sall
McBumie's kits and others like
them. Farrari filed a lawsuit, asking
McBumia and fowr olhers to stop
producing and selling Ferrar
raplicas. “Miami Vice" producars
wantad nona of the legal
backbiting: They accepted Ferran's
offer of two Testarossas, gratis, on
the condition that the fakers be
demalishad.

Prior to Don Johnson's
conspicucus vehicular radeup,
Roberts had—through dogged
detarmination and wnilagaing
enthusiasm—entertained "Vice™
execulives with the possibiity of
his company building two new
Daytonas for the "BFY season. " left
Blami,” reminisces Roberts,
“gonvinced I'd be building two
Daytona Spyders.”

Whan Roberts learned of the
Daytoma's impending incendiany
fate, he shifted stralegic gears,
proposing a frace: the cast-off car
for a Testarnssa twin, a
combinaton stunt car and camera
burro, Why beal a real Ferrari 10
death with power slides and 1803
or mar its flawless skin with
camara mounts for tight driver's
ghots when a stand-in stunt car
could do the job quite nicely?

Roberis's original plam, he says,
was to pull the Daytona skin from
the Yette structure and replace it
with Testarossa body pieces. He
used an "85 Ferrari 1o fashion mold
phugs for the indhidual hood,
terders, doors and panels but
found the Corsatle chassis
unsuited to the task.

An axhaustive axploratory donor

gaarch yieldad fulile regults until
Foberts took the measuning tape to
& '72 Paniera he had taken on
trade in a recent Corvelle
transaction, " killed me to cut that
car up,” winces Hoberls, refarming
to the bright yaliow Ford
muscleclassic, which had only a
few thousarnd miles logged on its
adometar.

Complating the car became an
absessive challenge for Roberts’s
antire crew, which was becoming
accustomed to working minor
miracles within meager time
frames. “To say | underestimated
the enormity of this project would
be to make your classic
understatemeant,” admits Roberts,

Automotive stunt duty, which
entails airborne scenes and
high-impact landings, calis for
substantial suspansion rigidity and
frame strength. Hall Pantara
engineered the car's shock and
spring componants, and it was
raized an inch and a hali for
agditional ground clearance, Kent
Andarson, a Robarts fech hand
who was pivotal in engineering
much of the car, used 2'4-inch
wall-thick squara tubing Lo prevent
patential roof buckle and added a
reinlareing railing that doubles as a
skidplate.

Anderson also installed an
awdliary braking system designed
o assisl drivers in controlled spins.
The stunt car's master cylinder was
positionad in the brake Inea, which
feeds its rear wheels, enabling the
driver to lock the aft end on
command, The auxiliary master
cylinder wtibzas the arginal masher
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For hwo seasons If wad ihe giltries! car an the siresls of Miaml: The orginal

cylindar's reservoir and is installad
in series with the ouilet of the
original mastaer cylinder porl leading
io the rear wheels,

Therefare, when the stock brake
5 applied, fluid passes raaly
through the stunt master cylinder
inlat port and compensating port
and out the exhaust port o the
rear wheels, When the stunt braks
i applied, the piston in the master
cylinder blocks off the
compensaling port to the exhaust
port and pressurizes the rear brake
systam, cutting off the ocriginal
brake master cylinder beside the
compensating port in the siunt
brakea

BF Goodrich TAs were added for
enhanced stick, as were Tiaton
brake calipers, The improved
traction required installation of a
hydraulic inline brake
bacster [ftad frem a2 YVolvo P-1800,
It eperates on engine vasuum 1o
gid in breaking loose the
pavement-hugging TAs.

To further enhance the 351°s
considerable growl, the Roberts
team opted for installation of an
MNOS port-injected nitrous system,
which will later be replaced with a
plate-type configuration. Roberts
also switched carbs, discarding the
stacker far a Predator, which
sooms o reduce fuel lag. A
boding all-aluminum four-core
radiator was enlisted to guard
againsi the Miami rays. while lguid
Auto-Matar gauges monitor the
temperature,

Although Roberts admils he has
na licensing agreement contracts
at this time, his plans are to axhibit
both cars at a seres of evenis and
shows beginning this summer.
Showing the cars and promating
sales of his Spyder kits (in
deference to Ferrar, he says that
at this point thare are no plans for
a Testarossa package although he
is cartainky tooled to build one)
should keep the bustling Roberls
faciity operating at full speed.

Talented Roberts
illustrator/ designer Mick Lawson,
whose elaborate Testarossa stunt
car cutaway drawing was
commissionad by Hearst Publizhing
for a recent appearance in Fopwar
Mechanics Magazing, found himset
immersed in a tedious 100-hour
arlistic marathon session crunchaed
by a one-week aditorial deadling o
finish tha drawing. “Full spaed for
Carl,” he says wistiully, lending
cradence 1o the above optimism,
“i5 quite unlike full speed for
anyong olse I've been around.” K&
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